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DWS Sees Start of Green Industrialization and Details
Strategic Priorities at Annual General Meeting
•
•
•

Karl von Rohr: “The financial performance in 2020 once again highlights the
outstanding work of the entire DWS team under the leadership of Asoka Woehrmann
in phase one as a listed asset manager.”
Asoka Woehrmann: “In phase two of our corporate journey, we want to position
DWS for the coming decades. We want to innovate and grow in order to remain
successful.”
Proposed dividend of EUR 1.81 per share

At today's Annual General Meeting, the shareholders of DWS will vote on the following main
agenda items: The appropriation of retained earnings including the distribution of a dividend
of EUR 1.81 per share and the approval of the compensation system for the Managing
Directors of the General Partner (Executive Board). In addition, the election of the statutory
auditor and group auditor is on the agenda. The shareholders' meeting takes place virtually.
In their speeches to DWS shareholders, Karl von Rohr and Asoka Woehrmann emphasize
the following strategic aspects:
Karl von Rohr, Chairman of the Supervisory Board of DWS: “The financial performance in
2020 once again highlights the outstanding work of the entire DWS team under the
leadership of Asoka Woehrmann in phase one as a listed asset manager. The second phase
will now be about setting the right strategy to meet the challenges and opportunities of today
and tomorrow.”
Asoka Woehrmann, CEO of DWS, emphasises with regard to the second phase of the
corporate journey as a listed asset manager: “The adjusted profit before tax increased
significantly by 39 percent compared to the first quarter of 2020. After tax, net profit also
rose by almost two-fifths. We have therefore made an excellent start to the second phase
of our corporate journey in the first quarter of 2021.
In this phase we want to position DWS for the coming decades. We want to innovate and
grow in order to remain successful and to become a leader in the asset management
industry – as a global company with strong roots in Germany and Europe. We want to be
successful by being at the forefront of issues that will move and shape the markets, society
and our clients over the coming years.”
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Woehrmann adds: “The all-defining trend in the markets is clearly the low interest rate
environment that continues to prevail. But perhaps the most important and most relevant
issue of this decade is sustainability. We are at the beginning of a green industrialization. It
is the next industrial revolution. As asset managers, we too have a central role to play in this
green industrialization. As fiduciary investors for our clients, who are increasingly demanding
sustainable, climate-friendly actions in their investments, we are in a key position to
accompany and indeed to lead the economy into green industrialization. Not only to do the
right thing – but also, quite clearly, to remain successful as an asset manager.”
With regard to digitalization, Woehrmann adds: “We will participate in this new digital era,
as a corporate and of course as an asset manager for our clients. To this end, we have
launched a huge project to fundamentally rebuild our IT platform – tailored to our business
and capable of flexibly integrating new digital technologies.”
At https://group.dws.com/ir/annual-general-meeting/ you can find the agenda and other
documents on the Annual General Meeting, as well as a link for the live broadcast including
the speeches by the Chairman of the Supervisory Board and the CEO.

For further information please contact:
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Karsten Swoboda
+49 69 910 14941
karsten.swoboda@dws.com
About DWS Group
DWS Group (DWS) is one of the world's leading asset managers with EUR 820bn of assets
under management (as of 31 March 2021). Building on more than 60 years of experience,
it has a reputation for excellence in Germany, Europe, the Americas and Asia. DWS is
recognized by clients globally as a trusted source for integrated investment solutions,
stability and innovation across a full spectrum of investment disciplines.
We offer individuals and institutions access to our strong investment capabilities across all
major asset classes and solutions aligned to growth trends. Our diverse expertise in Active,
Passive and Alternatives asset management – as well as our deep environmental, social
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and governance focus – complement each other when creating targeted solutions for our
clients. Our expertise and on-the-ground-knowledge of our economists, research analysts
and investment professionals are brought together in one consistent global CIO View, which
guides our investment approach strategically.
DWS wants to innovate and shape the future of investing: with approximately
3,500 employees in offices all over the world, we are local while being one global team. We
are investors – entrusted to build the best foundation for our clients’ future.

Published by the Communications Department
DWS Group GmbH & Co. KGaA
https://group.dws.com

Mainzer Landstr. 11-17
60329 Frankfurt, Germany

3

